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Surviving Walpurgis Night

Well, that’s one holiday people from the US have probably never heard about before. What
in the world is “Walpurgis Night?” (and how do you even pronounce it)? It is the night when there
are reported sightings of witches riding across the sky on their brooms, but instead of it occurring on
October 31st, it happens on April 30th or on May 1st, depending on where you live. (Has anyone
ever really seen a witch riding across the sky on a broom? I never have, and I’ve seen a lot of
strange things!) Walpurgis Night is celebrated by thousands of people in Europe by Pagans,
Satanists, and strangely enough, The Catholic Church.

There was actually a Saint Walpurga, who was born in Devon, Germany in about 710. St. Walpuga
started a convent in Heidenheim in Wurtemburg, Germany, (home of many of my German
ancestors, by the way). She was a nun and was known for speaking out against
witchcraft and sorcery and was canonized as a Catholic saint on May 1, 779. The early Christians
adopted a policy of 'Christianising' pagan festivals so they scheduled St. Walpurga's day about the
same time. Over the years the festivals and traditions intermingled until the hybrid pagan-Catholic
celebration became known as Valborgsmässoafton or Walpurgisnacht – Walpurgis Night.

Modern celebrations include: bonfires, the sprinkling of holy water and adorning homes with
talismans of blessed palm leaves. Another popular way to keep evil at bay is through noise so on
Walpurgis Night celebrating citizens ring bells, bang drums, crack whips, shoot firearms into the air
and beat blanks of wood onto the ground.

Although not widely known in the US, this May-Eve night shares many of the traditions of
Halloween and is, in fact, directly opposite Halloween on the calendar. According to the ancient
legends, this night was the last chance for witches and their nefarious cohorts to stir up trouble
before spring reawakened the land. So for all of my readers in Europe who celebrate this holiday ~

HAPPY WALPURGIS NIGHT!

Please share your Walpurgis Night celebration practices with me and my readers by telling me about
your traditions in an email at edparanormal@comcast.net.


